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arrived I said that we required no sweeper. True, there is a sweep-
er here now, but half of the refuse is removed by the children,
Devdas, Pyarelal and Krishnadas. If you see anything left undone,
it is due to some negligence on the part of,these children. If,
however, I allow dirt to accumulate, you can easily see that all
the pleasure of natural scenery will be lost. You should also under-
stand the close connection between sweeping out dirt and swaraj.
Imagine that we have already won swaraj. If, now, we still remain
careless and indifferent to the rules of hygiene, there is little doubt
that the British will again kick us out of power. The question of
Dheds and Bhangis is intimately connected with this matter. If we
continue to harass them and regard them as untouchables, with what
face can we demand equality with the British ? It is necessary that
we understand this before talking of equality.
THE SHASTRAS
What shall I say about the attitude of religion in this matter?
In my opinion, not everything in our religious books or all the
various unrelated sayings of Yajnyavalkya1 and other sages can be
regarded as eternal verities. Conditions are different now from
what they were in those days. If they were the same, since
we look upon Draupadi2 as a superhuman being, take her name
every morning and regard the five Pandavas with reverence, would
we not regard as a saint any woman who took to herself five hus-
bands? It is for their deeds that we revere the Pandavas and
Draupadi. We should appreciate others' virtues and be eager to
acquire them. It is, then, because of their extraordinary qualities
that we cherish their memory. This about the Makabharata.
There is no work I love more than the Ramqyana. Yet, do I for
that reason accept everything which Tulsidas attributes to Shastras
in his work3 ? The Manusmriti is an authoritative book. It is cate-
gorical in permitting flesh-eating. Will you, therefore, eat meat?
When I say these things to you, you are taken aback. If any people
eat meat on the sly, that is another matter, but according to the
Manusmriti) eating meat is nothing to be ashamed of; it may be done
openly. And yet we regard meat-eating as forbidden. What is
prohibited in kaliyugat was freely permitted in satyayuga5. Does it not
seem strange that, during that golden age, meat-eating should have
1  Vedic sage, reputed author of a Smriti (code of laws)
2 Wife of the five Paudava princes, in the Mahabharata
3 Ramacharitmanas or the Ramayana
4 Age of strife
5 Age of truth